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Simple Faith
Additional Sermon Illustrations

AN ALARM GOING OFF
Jerry Lynn told KDKA-TV that an alarm clock he 
lost inside the wall of his home rings at 7:50 p.m. 
each day — during Daylight Savings Time —  
and at 6:50 p.m. otherwise.

Lynn says he tied the clock to a string in 
September 2004 and lowered it into the wall 
through a vent in his Ross Township home. Lynn 
set the alarm hoping noise would help him drill a 
hole in the right spot through which to pass a TV 
cable. But the battery-operated clock fell off the 
string and has stayed inside the wall ever since.

Lynn has been unable to retrieve the clock and 
figured the battery would eventually die.

So far, it hasn’t.

Application: Are any alarms going off in your 
life? Do you find yourself dealing with the 
consequences of past mistakes; little annoying 
reminders that you weren’t as clever as you 
thought you were?

MAKING IT WORK
Some people are clever.  Some really aren’t.  
A Texas man decided he needed a grill and 
cooler, but couldn’t afford either one.  Since 
necessity is the mother of invention, he took  
his search to the local junkyard.  This picture 
shows what he came up with.   Some things 
really work, but some things don’t so much. 

Application: Some people attempt some 
creative solutions to the problems of their lives.  
Some of them seem to make sense, but often 
these “fixes” just really need to be flushed out  
of their lives.

MAKING IT WORK

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN
Over the last year, fervor has erupted over Colonel Sanders’ television re-emergence and the actors 
casted to play the company’s iconic founder. Lost in the hubbub, though, was that Colonel Sanders 
was real and built KFC with his own two greasy hands. Sanders sold the company in 1964, but for 
years afterwards, he would regret it. In fact, Sanders would visit KFCs across the country criticizing the 
low quality of the food, saying the gravy was horrible and that the extra crispy recipe was nothing 
more than “a damn fried doughball stuck on some chicken.”

... In fact, he was so open about his disdain for the alterations made to his signature recipes that KFC 
sued him for libel in 1978. The suit was eventually thrown out.

Application: Although the Colonel was responsible for KFC’s existence and its success, he hated 
everything it would go on to become.  One has to wonder if the same thing might be said of the 
Church. For although Jesus is responsible for her existence and success, she is a far cry from what she 
used to be. Is it possible that Jesus hates everything that the Church has become?
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THE BRIDE AND THE WEDDING GOWN
Xiang Junfeng says her wedding day was the 
happiest day of her life and she never wanted it to 
end. So to keep it going, she decided she would wear 
her wedding dress every day of her married life. As of 
this writing, Xiang has been married for 10 years!

Called “Sister Wedding Gown” by her neighbors 
and friends, Xiang actually has several wedding 
gowns, which she rotates in and out of her wardrobe, 
even wearing them when she works in the field. She 
believes they represent how happy and fortunate she 
feels to have found her husband. Bridal Guide reports:

Junfeng’s wedding day was especially meaningful because it wasn’t just a celebration of love -  
it was a celebration of her freedom. Originally from Jimo, China, she was kidnapped at the age of 18, 
sold as a slave, and forced to marry an elderly man in Linyi. It took 15 years until she could escape 
to Liujiazhuang village, where she was helped by a local woman. When she later met the woman’s 
brother, the two immediately hit it off. “I had only ever known a violent and abusive man, and I avoided 
men until I met my new partner, who brought me truly out of my shell and treated me so differently… 
I couldn’t believe it when he asked me to marry him,” she said. “We felt comfortable with each other, so 
we have been together since then. I am very happy now, as my husband is very good to me.”

Application: The gift of uncompromising love is a beautiful thing. As the Bride of Christ, we should feel 
no less wonder and appreciation for having found our Bridegroom--Jesus Himself.  We once lived in 
bondage, but have been rescued and redeemed to live in the freedom of His love. May we wear the 
joy that we have found in Him everyday, for the whole world to see.

ARE YOU A GENIUS
It has been said that: 

•   Stupid means you make the same 
mistake over and over again.

•   Smart means you learn from your 
mistakes.

•   Genius means you learn from other 
peoples’ mistakes.

Application: I’ve been pretty stupid 
in my life, but the older I get the more 
I rely on you to help me become a 
genius.  The Bible shows us the lives of 
men and women who made mistakes.  
If we will simply read their stories and 
apply wisdom to our lives, we can show 
ourselves to be a genius.

SHALL WE GATHER  
AT THE RIVER

A minister was completing a temperance sermon. With great 
emphasis he said, “If I had all the beer in the world, I’d take it 
and pour it into the river.”
 
With even greater emphasis he said, “And if I had all the wine 
in the world, I’d take it and pour it into the river.” 

And then finally, shouting at the top of his voice and shaking 
his fist in the air, with one last crescendo he said, “And if I had 
all the whisky in the world, I’d take it and pour it into the river.” 
 
Exhausted and with the sermon complete, he sat down ...  

The song leader stood very cautiously and announced with  
a smile, “For our closing song today let us sing Hymn #365 –  
Shall We Gather at the River.”
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THE BIG STORY
The big story in 1809 wasn’t the births of 
a few baby boys; it was the big battles in 
Europe. Napoleon was sweeping through 
Austria. Blood was flowing freely. People 
were dying. The continent was changing.

And nobody cared about the babies.  
For example: William Gladstone was born 
that year. He was destined to become 
one of England’s finest statesmen. That 
same year, Alfred Tennyson was born 
to an obscure minister and his wife. 
The child would one day greatly affect 
the literary world in a marked manner. 
On the American continent, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes was born in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. And not far away in Boston, 
Edgar Allan Poe began his eventful, albeit 
tragic, life. It was also in that same year 
that a physician named Darwin and his 
wife named their child Charles Robert. In 
1809, the cries of a newborn infant born 
were also heard in a rugged log cabin 
in Hardin County, Kentucky. The baby’s 
name? Abraham Lincoln.

If there had been news broadcasts at  
that time, I’m certain these words would 
have been heard: “The destiny of the  
world is being shaped on an Austrian 
battlefield today.” But history was actually 
being shaped in the cradles of England 
and America. 

Just over 2,000 years ago in Judea, the 
taxation of Caesar was the big news.  After 
all, everyone was being impacted. But 
the real news, the biggest news of all, was 
being missed; a young Jewish woman 
cradled a little boy who would change 
the world.  His name was Jesus.

Application: Sometimes, the biggest 
gift comes in the smallest and most 
insignificant of packages.  The birth  
of Jesus might have seemed like the  
small package wrapped in newspaper 
hidden near the center of the tree, but 
his birth has become the most important 
event in history.  

TOTALLY MISSED IT
In December 1903, after many attempts, the Wright brothers 
were successful in getting their “flying machine” off the 
ground. Thrilled, they telegraphed this message to their sister 
Katherine: “We have actually flown 120 feet. Will be home 
for Christmas.” Katherine hurried to the editor of the local 
newspaper and showed him the message. He glanced at it 
and said, “How nice. The boys will be home for Christmas.”  
He totally missed the big news--man had flown! 

Herod totally missed the big news, too. He thought the  
birth of Jesus was something to be feared, not embraced.   
It’s easy to miss the point of something when we are 
distracted.  Christmas is festive holiday to spend with family, 
to express love through gift-giving, and enjoying life by 
eating traditional favorites.  In all of this, we, like others, can 
totally miss the real point.

Application: We tend to hear what we want to hear.   
We tend to see what we want to see. We also tend to believe 
what we want to believe.  How might life be different if we 
could tune out the noise around us and focus on the real 
news, the real point for our lives?

DO YOU FEEL PLUTOED?
Poor Pluto. First, it’s a planet and then it’s not anymore. It has 
become the Rodney Dangerfield of our solar system. In an 
award-winning move that probably did not make the “sub 
planet” feel better, the term “plutoed” was declared the Word 
of the Year by the American Dialect Society in Anaheim, 
California, a little over a decade ago. The word means,  
“to demote or devalue someone or something.” Do you ever 
feel “plutoed”? 

Do you feel like people don’t appreciate you like they 
should? It’s easy to have these feelings.  You work hard at 
work but management promotes someone seemingly less 
deserving.  You give your all caring for your family, but no one 
ever says thank you or even gives you a simple hug  
of appreciation.  

Application: Here are a few things to remember. First, 
remember the value God placed on you by sending Jesus to 
die to save you (Galatians 2:20). Second, remember that God’s 
system of rewarding is based on His time and His terms, but He 
will not let faithful service go unblessed (Matthew 6:4, 6, 16). 
Finally, remember your obligation to help the people around 
you feel valued (Luke 6:31). There are plenty of people around 
you who are sorely in need of being “de-plutoed.”  And YOU 
are the person who can lift them up!
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The New York Daily News reports: It’s more 
likely you’ll get struck by lightning than win the 
Powerball — but if you do win, there is an even 
better chance that you’ll go broke. Nearly 70% of 
lottery winners end up broke within seven years. 
Even worse, several winners have died tragically 
or witnessed those close to them suffer.

Edward Ugel, author of the book “Money for 
Nothing: One Man’s Journey Through the Dark 
Side of Lottery Millions,” told the Daily Beast of the 
thousands of lottery winners he’s known, few were 
happy and only a small number lived happily  
ever after.

“You would be blown away to see how many 
winners wish they’d never won,” Ugel said.

Here are a few of those stories:

Abraham Shakespeare:  
Murdered by a newfound friend

Shakespeare hit it big for $30 million in 2006, 
causing friends and family to hound him for 
money. He befriended Dorice (Dee Dee) Moore 
who tricked Shakespeare into believing she was 
trying to protect him from the greedy people 
around him. Moore convinced the lottery winner 
to transfer his assets to her before he went missing 
in 2009. In 2012, she was sentenced to mandatory 
life without parole for his murder by a judge who 
called her “cold, calculating and cruel.”

David Lee Edwards:  
Lived in human feces before his death

Edwards — a former drug addict and felon 
— won a $27 million jackpot in 2001 while 
unemployed in South Florida. He quickly blew 
through the money by purchasing a $1.6 million 
house in Palm Beach Gardens, three racehorses, 
a fiber optics company, a Lear Jet, a limo 
business, a $200,000 Lamborghini Diablo and a 
multitude of other luxuries.

Edwards and his wife returned to drug use and 
had numerous run-ins with police for possession 
of crack cocaine, pills and heroin. He lost of all 
his money in just a few years and ended up living 
in a storage unit surrounded by human feces.

THE DARK SIDE OF WINNING THE LOTTERY

Jeffrey Dampier:  
Shot to death by his in-law

Jeffrey Dampier won $20 million in the Illinois 
lottery before his own family turned against him. 
The millionaire showered his family with cash and 
gifts, but that just wasn’t enough for his sister-in-law, 
Victoria Jackson. Dampier was kidnapped and 
shot in the back of his head by Jackson and her 
boyfriend around seven years after winning the 
jackpot. The couple was charged in his murder 
and each are serving a life sentence in prison.

Billie (Bob) Harrell Jr.: Shot himself in the head
In less than two years, Bob Harrell lost all of his 
$31 million winnings.  He donated his money to 
those in need and loaned some of his cash to 
those close to him, but his generosity proved to 
work against him.  Being broke led to a split from 
his wife and the Texas man was found dead in his 
home with a gunshot wound to his head.

Before committing suicide, he said, “winning  
the lottery is the worst thing that ever happened  
to me.”

Application: These tragic stories read like 
something out of a horror movie, rather than a list 
of people who have experienced a huge windfall.   
Have you ever thought that if you just had a little 
more money, fame, or success that your life would 
be more complete?  It’s hard to see the downside 
to more success, but it’s there … hidden in the 
human heart.  Jealousy, greed, betrayal and even 
murder have been the experiences of many who 
thought all of their troubles were finally behind 
them.   But the subtle dangers of too much success 
aren’t limited to how others might respond.  
Human nature doesn’t typically do well with too 
much privilege or too much temptation.  Money 
combines these two forces into a potent cocktail.  
Priorities become skewed while pride and ego 
overcome good judgment.  While worldly success 
promises to solve all of our worries, the reality is that 
it is just as likely to give us far worse things to worry 
about.  This is why the Bible offers us this solemn 
warning:  “For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10). 


