The Christmas season
is one of the big three
seasons of the year
to reach new people
(followed by Easter
and September).
SIMPLE FAITH was
designed to help you and
your congregation present
the message of Jesus to
your community during
this most impactful time
of year. The custom
design of this kit includes
a number of tools for this
purpose. Please use the
following instructions
to help you make the
most of Simple Faith.

✦ How to Use “Simple Faith” ✦
Organization of
the Instructions
• Simple Faith Basics
• Overview of Sermon with
themes and promotional tags
• What’s Included
• Timeline for Use
• Missional and Outreach Ideas
• Children’s Curriculum
• Welcoming and
Assimilation Ideas
• Credits

Scripture:

“For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.”
~ John 3:16 (niv)
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Simple Faith Basics
Simple Faith highlights 5 important themes for Christian living
by intertwining five popular Christmas movies with a simple
faith statement.
Series Introduction: Do you remember Christmas as a child? It
seemed so easy to believe back then. But with age, life became
more complicated. And with these complications came doubts.
And struggles. And worries. This Christmas, unlock the real
meaning of Christmas from some of the greatest Christmas movies
of all time. In the process, you might even recapture the simplicity
of child-like faith—and in the process, find a new vision for life.
Summary: This is a series inviting people to recapture the simplicity
of child-like faith.
Goals:
1. Catalyzing a movement of the Spirit of Christmas in the
hearts of the people of God and empowering them to
simple steps of impacting those in their world (family, work,
neighborhood, and beyond).
2. To increase the number of people presented with Jesus
during December so that we might help churches make
more disciples!
3. To enrich the worship experience of congregations
by offering compelling and relevant seasonal tools for
church life.
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SERMON OVERVIEW
The following provides a quick overview of the sermon for each week.
DECEMBER 2
Sermon Title and Text: “The Elusive Joy of Christmas” – Luke 2:10
Simple Summary: Simple faith helps us choke out the commercialism of Christmas.
Suggested Movie: “A Charlie Brown Christmas”
Promotional Tag: Charlie Brown just wasn’t feeling the Christmas spirit. He was depressed, felt alone, and
empty. Do you ever feel like this? Often we attempt to fill our emptiness with other things: the commercialism of
Christmas, Santa Clause, gifts, decorations, parties, and activities. While these can be fun, they often leave us
feeling hollow and empty. Simple faith, however, leads us to the discovery of new joy and the fullness it brings.
DECEMBER 9
Sermon Title and Text: “Looking Past Pain” – Malachi 4:5-6
Simple Summary: Simple faith reaches past the coldest heart to the real person locked inside.
Suggested Movie: “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
Promotional Tag: The Christmas Spirit can turn even the smallest and coldest heart toward the Lord but that
movement begins when we reach past the cold heart to the person locked inside.
DECEMBER 16
Sermon Title and Text: “Persevering in Tough Times” – John 3:16; Hebrews 11:1, 8-10
Simple Summary: Simple faith helps us to persevere when life feels like winter but never Christmas.
Suggested Movie: “The Chronicles of Narnia”
Promotional Tag: Christmas is one of the most difficult seasons for many people in our country. In fact, the
joyous festivities are a constant reminder of deep need or loss: the lack of income to buy presents or food,
loneliness due to a lost loved one, or the reminder of a fractured relationship. Put another way, for countless
people across our city, it feels like winter but never Christmas. But there is good news. In the dark seasons of life,
the Lion of Judah offers us hope, strength, and companionship. He walks with us through the icy places back to
valley of light.
DECEMBER 23
Sermon Title and Text: “Order Our Steps” – Matthew 2:13-14
Simple Summary: Simple faith helps us to put sacred order into our lives.
Suggested Movie: “It’s a Wonderful Life”
Promotional Tag: What’s on your agenda in the next 48 hours? Preparing meals, wrapping gifts, a last minute
run to the Dollar Store? Perhaps it’s one more batch of cookies or dipping a few more pretzels in chocolate?
Maybe the question should be: do you have any margin to listen and ask God to “order your steps”? What
could make this a Christmas to remember is taking time to practice the presence of God and establish a sacred
order to our life.
DECEMBER 24 (Christmas Eve)
Sermon Title and Text: “Seeing Christmas” – Matthew 2:1-12; John 20:29; Hebrews 11:1
Simple Summary: Simple faith reminds us that seeing is in believing.
Suggested Movie: The Santa Claus
Promotional Tag: How would life be different if you could see more clearly? It’s not about a better prescription
for the eyes but for the heart. In less than an hour this Christmas eve, you could improve your vision of life and
faith, the kind of improvement to see a completely new world.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Custom Art
The included art can be used to make signs, banners, and other
printed materials. The beautiful art invites people to consider
joining your church this Christmas.
Sermon Manuscripts
Five full text sermons you are included. These can be used in
total or in part. The manuscripts also give you more time for other
seasonal duties. All materials are copyright free.
Sermon Outlines
The PowerPoint slides are beautifully done and will complement
your sermon. They can be adjusted as you wish.
Small Group Curriculum
Four adult small group or Sunday School sessions are included
with this kit to help reinforce the theme in each sermon.
Children’s Materials
Included in this program are two types of children’s materials.
A simple Sunday School curriculum tied to the adult sermon offers
a wonderful way for children and adults to connect during the
week in meaningful conversation. For congregations who have
a children’s sermon during the service, these children’s talks are
themed to the adult sermon.
Additional Sermon Illustrations
In addition to the full manuscripts, additional sermon illustrations
are included. These can supplement the current sermons or be
used as a basis for a different approach to the weekly theme.
Teaser Videos
A unique, short video (90 seconds or less) has been produced for
your outreach use. You can embed these into your website for
weekly promotion and/or you can have members distribute them
via FaceBook.
Countdown
A high-quality, themed custom countdown was produced for
this series
Invite Cards
Invite cards are an optional feature you can purchase through
an outside vendor for a highly discounted rate. Your members
can distribute these to friends and neighbors, give to people they
meet along the way of life, or even distribute in a door-to-door
fashion. See the ad contained in this piece for more information.
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SUGGESTED TIMELINE FOR USE
Christmas is one of the most fruitful times of the year to introduce people to Jesus and the ministry of your
congregation. This tool is designed to help you in this mission. Below is a sample schedule on how to
implement The Gift.

Upon receipt of the Simple Faith
1. Spending time familiarizing yourself with the materials included in the program.
2. Pray for wisdom and guidance in the implementation of Simple Faith.
3. Create a calendar to ensure all the tasks are accomplished in a timely fashion
4.	Call a local sign company or find an internet based company and order at least 2 banners to
display on the outside of your church or on/near your sign. One Internet based company is
www.esigns.com.
5. Order the appropriate amount of signs/displays for the interior of your church.
First week of November (November 4-10, 2018)
Meet with your small group or Sunday school leaders along with key children’s personnel. Distribute the Small
Group and Children’s curriculum. Talk through the materials to familiarize them with it. Make it personal to
your church where you can.
1. Get a team together to design your auditorium stage decoration. Here are some ideas:
2. Place announcements in your bulletin about the upcoming Christmas series.
3. Determine and organize your Welcome strategy for the series.
Second week of November (November 11-17, 2018)
1.	Begin a prayer emphasis to highlight the importance of
reaching people during the
holiday season.
Third week of November (November 18-24, 2018)
1.	Make the Simple Faith Invite cards available to
congregation members to begin distributing. Take a few
moments in service to creatively teach people how to use
them. Don’t assume all your people fully understand their
use. For example:
			
a.	Cards can be given to neighbors and co-workers.
			
b.	Children can take them to school and give to
their friends.
			
c.	You can leave them on the table with your tip to
invite the server to join you.
			
d.	If appropriate, you can organize a
distribution day in which you place them on
household doors.
			
e. Show the Introductory Video.
Last week of November (November 25-30, 2018)
1. Decorate the stage as you see fit.
2.	Make sure you have visitor cards ready for the first Sunday.
3.	Implement your Welcome strategy for the series, including
themed Welcome gifts for guests.
4. Release video 1.
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Decoration Ideas
The Tree Festival: decorate your
stage with as many different sized
trees as possible.
The Globe Ball: Have a large
Christmas ornament/s constructed to
look like the globe ball included in the
series art.
Movie Theater: Since the series is
largely based on certain movies,
decorate with themed props from
these movies. Alternatively, decorate
the stage like a movie theater.
Perhaps you can even have popcorn
after each service for worshippers.
God’s Workshop: Instead of the
traditional Santa workshop, consider
decorating the stage like the North
Pole but using the idea of God’s
workshop to stress the loving God
giving his greatest gift to us all.
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Sunday,
1.
2.
3.
4.

December 2 (and week following)
Begin Series: “The Elusive Joy of Christmas”
Small Group Session 1
During the week, release video 2
Conduct a Missional Suggestion (see below)

Sunday,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

December 9 (and week following)
Continue Series: “Looking Past Pain”
Small Group Session 2
Replace guest gifts as needed
During the week, release video 3
Conduct a Missional Suggestion (see below)

Sunday,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

December 16 (and week following)
Continue Series: “Persevering in Tough Times”
Small Group Session 3
Replace guest gifts as needed
During the week,, release video 4
Conduct a Missional Suggestion (see below)

Sunday,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

December 23 (and week following)
Continue Series: “Order Our Steps”
Small Group Session 4
Replace guest gifts as needed
During the week, release video 5
Conduct a Missional Suggestion (see below)

Monday, December 24
1. Finish Series: “Seeing Christmas”
2. Conduct a Missional Suggestion (see below)

CHILDREN’S
CURRICULUM
This kit includes two kinds of children’s
materials: children’s sermons and
Sunday School curriculum.
Children’s Sermons
Some churches offer a time during
the service when the pastor or
children’s pastor/leader offers a
teaching time. The material included
here requires only a small amount of
preparation and is easy to use.
Sunday School Curriculum
The extended teaching materials,
most often used for Sunday school
classes, contains a robust offering of
materials. Each week ties into the
offered movie and sermon for the
series. There are games, coloring
sheets, activity sheets, and more.
While some degree of consistence
was sought, the lessons vary slightly in
organization and design from week
to week.

MISSIONAL AND OUTREACH IDEAS
(or the sermon in action!)
Reaching people is the call of Christ to his church. There are many ways to do this and during this season,
several ideas are offered to help your church fulfill the call.
Week 1: PARTY ORGANIZATION & INVITATIONS
In preparation for the Christmas party described in Week 2, four important tasks need to be completed.
• Develop an invitation list.
• Pray for the party and that those invited will attend.
• Go and invite your list to the party. You might even use the invite cards to help you.
• Organize the food, music, decorations, and anything else needed to complete the party.
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Week 2: CHRISTMAS PARTY
Host a Christmas party for those beyond the church. This could be done as a church wide party held in your
fellowship hall, or preferably, as an extension of your small groups. If you choose the later, you may want to
join with another family or two or three. Invite those in the neighborhood and those you know may be living
in the isolation of hurt or need. Build the evening around the Christmas Carols and invite each person to
share their favorite Christmas carol and the reason. Be alert to look beyond the story to the family history, the
family community, any possible hurt or revelation from the Lord as to where each person might be spiritually.
Allow the Spirit to lead your response to each person while thinking and praying for each invitee.
Once the “circle” is complete (everyone has shared), you will have experienced laughter and perhaps a bit
of nostalgia and possibly an open heart. Take the time to “bless” each person by speaking God’s heart upon
him or her, specifically speaking to what He would want for him or her in this season of life. Don’t make it
church language necessarily but rather easy to understand language such as:
“Peter, as you shared your love for Rudolph and the joy of watching with your family I pray
that this year you will experience among us and your family that you are loved and valued.”
Do some prayer and thinking ahead of time and trust the Lord to show up in the moment. Don’t feel like you
need to make it fancy, just speak to them as people you care about and as people God cares about.
Finally, take the risk of inviting them to worship and share with them the next few weeks’ topics and the
delight of being together in the Christmas season.

Week 3: GO LOVE!
The theme verse for the series is John 3:16. This verses stresses God’s active –or “going”—love towards man.
During week 3, we will emulate this love. With “Go Love!,” you will be like a lion-hearted believer, taking
your love to the streets of your city. And like Jesus, you can be Christmas to those suffering in the winter of life.
Listed below are several ideas for making this happen.
1)	Food. Volunteer at a food pantry or a soup kitchen. This is often promoted during the Christmas
season, but come January or February, it’s a great opportunity to bless someone else and take
your focus off yourself. This would be great for a small group or even a family with children.
Make sure you call ahead to check schedules, opportunity, age restrictions, and so forth.
You will probably have to sign a waiver to participate with many organizations.
		Or, Get a list of shut-ins from the church and make a “cookie call” (i.e. – any excuse to take
cookies or some tasty snack as an invitation to visit. I have seen this done with jelly/jam, cakes/
pies and even apple dumplings.)
		
Scripture: John 6:51
2)	Words. Many schools, day cares and library’s like to schedule volunteers to read books
to children. Even if you couldn’t do so for a large group, you could inquire at your local
elementary school and volunteer to work with young children who need help with reading.
(This might require a background check beforehand).
		

Scripture: John 1:1

3)	Clothes. Collect socks, mittens, and/or other cold weather clothing. Donate these items to a
homeless shelter. If possible, stay for coffee, tea, and conversation.
		
Scripture: Isaiah 58:7
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Week 4: SPIRIT DEEP FAMILY
Christmas has finally arrived. Families have a variety of traditions, but perhaps this week, your mission could
be your family by helping them become deeper disciples. From the week 4 sermon, you can practice one
element with your family. Here’s one suggestion.
Suggestion: Ask all members present to sit quietly and close their eyes. Read a familiar Christmas
verse slowly and out loud (you could use the theme verse for the series). Now, ask the family
members to meditate on the verse for a moment. After an appropriate amount of time,
encourage them to share how this verse has spoken to them. Affirm these observations and
apply them to the entire family. This exercise will help order your family after spiritual pursuits.
Perhaps it will even become a habit at other family gatherings.

FOLLOWING CHRISTMAS EVE
To better equip your missional work throughout the year, this small group experience is designed to help
participants develop a 60 second testimony (or less) on how they see life more clearly because of Jesus.
Participants will be asked to use this testimony during the next week and then report back to the group.
The goal is not necessarily to lead someone to Christ, although this may occur; the goal is to spread seed
like the good sower. Two examples are provided below.
	
Example 1: “My life hasn’t always been a straight line of success. I’ve struggled at times to
make ends meet. I’ve wondered if life was worth all the effort. I’ve even found that life didn’t
always make sense. But then faith found me. And to be honest, my crooked lines still remain
a bit crooked. And life is still a bit confusing. But faith keeps me grounded and helps me to
see the world more clearly because I believe. In fact, I would say faith is my prescription for
living this wonderful and sometimes messy life. I wouldn’t do it without faith anymore.”
Example 2: “I love watching football. I am always amazed at how NFL quarterbacks, like
Tom Brady, can stay so calm in the pocket. Their vision in throwing so many completions is just
crazy good. In a way, I’ve learned that I’m a bit like Tom Brady. I’m sitting in the pocket of life
and just trying to score a couple of touchdowns for my family. The thing that helps me most is
faith. It’s crazy but somehow faith gives me the vision to see how to make completions in life.
And when I throw an interception, I don’t despair, because faith keeps me going.”

WELCOMING AND ASSIMILATION IDEAS
People attend church for a variety of reasons. Some are looking for help with life problems. Others want
their children to get a religious foundation. Research shows that almost all who do attend certainly want two
things: spiritual enrichment and the development of new relationships. When churches develop a welcoming
culture supported by appropriate actions, guests often find a new purpose in life and also join with the church
in fulfilling her mission. Listed below are a couple of suggestions to create a great first impression and to
extend a warm offer of fellowship with the local church body.
	
One: If your church decorates the stage with a Christmas tree/s (see stage decoration ideas above),
then this idea might just work for you. Under the tree, have wrapped gifts to match the number of
guests (families) you expect to receive over Christmas season. In each wrapped box, have a special
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gift for each family. It could be a Christmas DVD with popcorn and movie candy. If you prefer
something simpler, decorate the Christmas tree with Gift cards from local businesses and let
individual guests remove one for their first visit. Whatever you choose to do, make it special and
unusual, even extravagant.
Two: Set aside a certain sum of money for each new family who visits your church (say $20.00).
Ask them to visit the guest reception area and donate their $10.00 to a charity of their choice
(It might be advisable to have three sanctioned charities approved by the church). The line can
then be: “By visiting today, you are not only enriching your own life, but you are making a better life
possible for other people.” Another approach for the same idea is to create special giving cards.
On one side of the card, it looks like a $20 bill. On the other side is a place to record the contact
details of the visiting family as well as boxes to check for the featured charities. You can even give
this to members and allow them to choose a charity and then actually donate the $20.00.
Don’t ask the guests to donate real money though.

CREDITS
Numerous persons were involved in the production of Simple Faith.
Here’s to a huge shout out to each person for his or her participation. May God receive the glory!
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Contributor

Dr. Carol Claypool, Fort Mill, South Carolina

Contributor

Kim Livingston, Orlando, Florida

Contributor
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FaceBook Host
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Video Editor

Kenneth Spiller, Pasadena, Texas

Power Point

Chelsea Walker, Pasadena, Texas

Graphic Artist
Countdown
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Jenifer Lee, Cr8tviDesign
Studio 24K
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Order up to 1,000*, 4.25” x 2.75” full color invites
customized with your church’s details, printed on
16-point card stock and shipped right to your door!

ONLY $99

Deadline is November 4th.

*Larger quantities can be ordered for an additional charge.
For invites, graphics assistance or information, please contact:

Jenifer Lee, Graphic Designer
480.326.2931 or e-mail designer@cr8tvi.com
8

How to Use

For God so loved the world

