December 16, 2018

PERSEVERING IN TOUGH TIMES
Persevering when life feels like winter but never Christmas.
John 3:16, Hebrews 11:1, 8-10, Romans 5:3-4, Romans 8, James 1:12

Week Three: The Chronicles of Narnia movie
Objective

Simple faith allows us to persevere when life feels ‘cold’ and difficult. Children will learn 		
to persevere through hard work and not giving up.

Opening Activities Coloring sheets, fun pages to do as children are coming. Make their own shield of 		
Perseverance…hard work, determination.
Opening Songs

“Deck The Halls”
“Shepherds, We Have Heard On High”
“Joy To The World!”

Prayer

“ Lord, help us continue to keep our eyes and our hearts on you during this
Christmas Season.

Bible Lesson/Discussion
Ask

If you have a pet that you love, tell me a little about your pet.
How would you feel if your pet tore up your favorite toy?
When your pet does something wrong, do you still love your pet?
Why don’t you stop loving your pet?

Say	
Love is bigger than a broken toy. We may be disappointed or even angry at something bad our pets
do, but we never stop loving them.
Ask

What happened the last time you did something wrong?
How do you know your parents still love you when you disobey?

Say	Even when we disappoint our parents or make them angry, they still love us. In fact, if they didn’t
love us, they wouldn’t care what we did. It’s the same way with Jesus. Jesus loves us and wants to
forgive us, even when we do wrong things. I’ll give you a good example from the Bible.
Read Matthew 26:47-56
Do you remember the story in the Bible about Judas? Judas was a friend of Jesus, but Judas was the one who
turned Jesus over to the Roman soldiers and Temple guard so they could arrest him. Some people wonder
how Jesus could have been friends with Judas when Jesus knew Judas would be mean to him. Jesus wasn’t
surprised or caught off guard when he was arrested. He didn’t even try to get away. Jesus chose to give
Himself for us. And even though Judas did something very wrong, Jesus still loved Judas!
If you watched the movie the Chronicles of Narnia, does any of this sound familiar?
Ask	
Who didn’t do what he was supposed to and caused trouble for Aslan? (Edmund)
What did Aslan do in response that helped the child? (He gave his own life to spare Edmund’s)
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Activity: Four-Minute Marathon
What You Need “Four-Minute Marathon Questions” 1 for every 2 kids, pens, stopwatch or other
		timing device.
What You Do
• Let kids choose partners.
• G
 ive each team a folded copy of the “Four-Minute Marathon Questions” and a pen. Tell them not to
look at the questions just yet.
• E
 xplain that teams will have four minutes to answer as many of the questions on their paper as
they can. They must answer questions in order, and they must do the physical activity in between
each one before they can move on to the next. The team who makes it furthest down the list in four
minutes (with the most correct answers) is the winner.
• Four Minute Marathon Answers:
1.

(London) What was the name of the town the children lived in during the war?

2.

Jump up and down 10 times.

3.

What were the names of the four siblings? (Peter, Edmund, Susan, and Lucy)

4.

Shake your teammate’s hand 12 times.

5.

The children went into the (wardrobe) to enter Narnia.

6.

Look up and down 20 times.

7.

Who does the first woman Edmund meets identify herself as? (Queen of Narnia).

8.

Twirl around 10 times.

9.

The beaver tells the children “only (Aslan) can help you now.”

10.

Do 5 jumping jacks.

11.

Edmund is captured by an evil queen. Her name is (Queen Jadis)

12.

Stick your tongue out and pat your head 15 times.

13.

 hat did Aslan have to do in order to save Edmund’s life? (He allowed Queen
W
Jadis to kill him in Edmund’s place).

14.

Each team member must say his or her name backwards.

15.

 hinking about the Scripture that God gives to us, who does Aslan from the
T
movie represent? (Jesus)

16.

Jump up and down 20 times.

17.

 t the end of the movie, Professor Kirke tells the children they will return to
A
Narnia some day when they least expect. What do you think Narnia represents
for us? (Heaven).

18.

Spin around and take a bow.

What You Say:
“Great job, you guys! A marathon generally lasts longer than four minutes. Lots go on for more than four
HOURS! Our four-minute marathon was fun, but it certainly doesn’t compare with some of the really tough
things people face when they do something like running for a really long time. Perseverance is the key—no
matter how easy or hard life goes, we always have the Holy Spirit to call on for help. In the movie there were
a lot of people who helped the children before and after they were with Aslan. There will be times when, like
the children, we may be confused and scared, but God promises to help us. When life gets hard, remember
God is with you.”
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Four Minute Marathon
1. What was the name of the town the children lived in during the war?
2.

Jump up and down 10 times.

3. What were the names of the four siblings?
4. Shake your teammate’s hand 12 times.
5. The children went into the ___________________ to enter Narnia.
6. Look up and down 20 times.
7. Who does the first woman Edmund meets identify herself as?
8. Twirl around 10 times.
9. The beaver tells the children “only ___________________ can help you now.”
10. Do 5 jumping jacks.
11. Edmund is captured by an evil queen. Her name is ___________________ .
12. Stick your tongue out and pat your head 15 times.
13. What did Aslan have to do in order to save Edmund’s life?
14. Each team member must say his or her name backwards.
15. Thinking about the Scripture that God gives to us, who does Aslan from the
movie represent?
16. Jump up and down 20 times.
17. At the end of the movie, Professor Kirke tells the children they will return
to Narnia some day when they least expect. What do you think Narnia
represents for us?
18. Spin around and take a bow.
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